Wednesday, November 28, 2018 5:30-8:00pm
Madison Valley – Ennis Fire Station
5037 US 287 Ennis, MT
HOSTS:

Gravelly Landscape Collaborative
Madison Valley Ranchlands Group
Ruby Watershed Council
Ghosts of the Madison Mule Deer Foundation
Madison Conservation District
Madison River Foundation
Agenda
5:30

Gather and enjoy pizza & drinks

6:00

Welcome & Ground Rules
Introductions
Notes GLC September 2018
Trap Line: updates or announcements

6:20-7:15 Dr. Cathy Whitlock, Professor of Earth Sciences & Fellow, Montana
Institute on Ecosystems, Montana State University
Climate Change Impacts on Forests and Watersheds in Montana
7:15 - 7:45 Q&A / Discussion
7:45 - 8:00 Next steps and meeting dates
Details on Page 2

Climate Change Impacts on Forests and Watersheds in Montana
Climate change and human activities are altering fire regimes around the
world and especially in the western U.S. In the last 20 years, Montana has seen
larger and more-severe fires than in recent history, raising scientific concerns
about their cause and precedence. Two pictures are emerging: Studies of the
past show that fires are a natural part of most ecosystems, but that current
fire activity may be exceeding anything in the last 10,000 years. Future
climate projections suggest that rising temperatures will continue to increase
wildfire size and severity, posing ever greater risk for human health and
safety and forest recovery. As we move into the next fire season, let's have a
conversation about wildfire, what we know from the past, what we can expect
in the future, and what we should do.

DR. CATHY WHITLOCK is a professor of Earth Sciences at Montana State
University and a fellow of the Montana Institute on Ecosystems. Her research
interests focus on long-term climate and ecological change, and she has spent
the last 40 years studying the environmental history of Greater Yellowstone
as well as comparable large landscapes in New Zealand, Tasmania, and
Patagonia. Dr. Whitlock has co-authored over 200 scientific publications and
trained over 40 graduate students in her field. She is also the lead author of
the 2017 Montana Climate Assessment. Dr. Whitlock is a fellow of the
Geological Society of America and the Association for the Advancement of
Science, and she was recently elected to the National Academy of Sciences—
the first person from a Montana university to receive this honor.

